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specification confirms the lay meaning by referring to an electronic document as having a
definable length and width and an “edge.” (/d. at 42 (citing TXM-4 at 6:1-4, Fig. 7 (at block 724),
Fig. 8C).) In the end, Staff says that even though the distinction between the parties’ positions may
not be significant, Staff believes that the potential ambiguities point‘cj:d out by Apple, and the
common lay understanding of the term, suggest that no special construction of this term is

necessary. (/d.)

The term “electronic documen > as it appears in the context of the asserted claims carries
no unusual meaning. Claim 1, for example, recites a computer-implemented method comprising
a device that has a touch screen that displays one portion of an electronic document and, in
response to detection of movement of an object on or near the screen, translates the electronic
document in one direction in order to display a different, second portioﬁ of the docurnent. (JXM-4
at 35:33-43.) Continuing, the claim says that when the edge of the document is reached an area
beyond the edge is displayed, and a smaller, third portion of the document is displayed. (Zd. at
35:43-51.) Concluding, the claim says that when the object is no lenger detected on or near the
touch screen, the electronic document is translated in a second direction until the area beyond the
edge of the document is no longer displayed and a fourth portion of the document, which is

different from the first portion, is displayed. (/d. at 35:52-58.)

No special meaning for the term “electronic document” is expressly or implicitly revealed
in this claim. All of the other claims of the ‘381 patent, asserted or not, are similarly conventional
in employing the term “electronic document.” Thus, the claims themselves do not suggest

something unique, different, or out of the ordinary about the term. HTC’s argument that its
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proposed construction implies a visual representation on the screen that has a defined set of

boundaries creates questions about what defines the set of boundaries and how this is to be done.
The specification frequently mentions “electronic document” but does not provide a

specific definition for it and does not employ the word in a manner that suggests that the inventor

intended something unique or different by it. For example, the Abstract recites, in part:

....In the method, a movement of an object on or near the touch screen display is
detected. In response to detecting the movement, an electronic document displayed
on the touch screen display is translated in a first direction. If an edge of the
document is reached while translating the electronic document in the first direction
while the object is still detected on or near the touch screen display, an area beyond
the edge of the document is displayed. After the object is no longer detected on or
near the touch screen display, the document is translated in a second direction until
the area beyond the edge of the document is no longer displayed.

(j XM-4 at Abstract (797APPLEQ0000057).) This is consistent with the langnage of ¢laim 1, as
well as the language of the other claims of the patent, and does not suggest that the inventor was
using “electronic document” in some unique or special way.

The words “electronic” and “document” are generally understood by laypersons as well as
persons skilled in the art of computer science and electrical engineering. For example, one general
purpose dictionary includes this definition of “document™: “a computer file containing information
input by a computer user and usu[ally] created with an application (as a word processor).> HTC’s
proposed construction, “electronic data that can be stored and displayed,” is too vague and broad,
to the point that “document” loses its character as the sum of its parts, and becomes, instead,

merely a portion of them.

% Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary (11th Ed., 2009).
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The Administrative Law Judge concludes, for the reasons argued by Apple and Staff,
mentioned above, that a person of ordinary skill at the time of the invention would have understood
the term “electronic document” according to the plain and ordinary meanings of the words

“electronic™ and “documerit” when considered in combination and thgt no construction of this term

is required or helpful.

3. Claim 19—"instructions for...”

This terin appears five times in claim 19:

19. A device, comprising;

a touch screen display;

ON€ O MOTe Processors:

memory; and

one or more programs, wherein the one or more programs are stored in the memory
and configured to be executed by the one or more processors, the programs
including:

instructions for displaying a first portion of an electronic document;

instructions for detecting a movement of an object on or near the touch screen
display;

instructions for translating the electronic document displayed on the touch screen
display in a first direction to display a second portion of the electronic
document, wherein the second portion is different from the first portion, in
response to detecting the movement;

instructions for displaying an area beyond an edge of the electronic document and
displaying a third portion of the electronic document, wherein the third portion
is smaller than the first portion, in response to the edge of the electronic
document being reached while translating the electronic document in the first
direction while the object is still detected on or near the touch screen display;
and

instructions for translating the electronic document in a second direction until the
area beyond the edge of the electronic document is no longer displayed to
display a fourth portion is different from the first portion, in response to
detecting that the object is no longer on or near the touch screen display.

(IXM-4 at 36:59-37:22.) Apple proposes the following constructions for the elements in the order

in which the term appears in the claim:
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